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Prayer Without Words | 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


OMETIMES I do not pray in words 
I take my heart in my two hands 
And hold it up before the Lord. 
I am so glad He understands! 


Sometimes I do not pray in words, 
My spirit bows before His feet, 

And with His hand upon my head 
We hold communion, silent, sweet. 


Sometimes I do not pray in words, 
For I am tired and long for rest. 

My weary heart finds all it needs 
Upon the Saviour’s gentle breast. 


e 
In the Fog 


When we cannot see our way ahead, 
it is time to wait upon God. Fog at 
sea is one of the navigator’s greatest 
enemies, for it hides such dangers as 
icebergs, shoals, reefs, and other craft. 
Radio and radar have partly overcome 
this danger, but not all vessels are 
equipped with them. In one of the many 
letters that have come to the Tres 
recently concerning Dr. Howard is this 
testimony from one who worked in the 
Subscription Department many years 
ago: “When changes and deep sorrow 
came into my life, it was a talk with 
Dr. Howard that helped me most. In 
closing he said, ‘You are in a fog now, 
just anchor and the Lord will see you 
through.’ Many times since, these words 
have been a help to me at other trying 


times. Under his signature in my birth- 
day ‘book, he has written John 15:16.” 
Dr. Howard loved the sea, crossed the 
Atlantic many times, and knew a good 
deal about sailing. So when he likened 
this friend’s perplexity to fog, he spoke 
from experience. And John 15:16 was 
one of his favorite verses. “Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall 
ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you.” He rested in the conscious- 
ness that the Lord had chosen him, and, 
therefore, he could trust Him fully. He 
also put into practice David’s exhorta- 
tion: “Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.” 


KK 
The Right Use of Time 


Time is valuable. It is wrong to 
take another’s time needlessly. Yet all 
too often speakers in meetings where 
there are several seem to be without 
conscience in respect to encroaching on 
time that belongs to others. A mission- 
ary wrote recently, “I was the guest 
speaker, but Mr. . who was to 





speak for ten minutes, took half an 

hour.” Another missionary was an- 
nounced as the principal speaker at a 
meeting this summer. A woman was 
asked to give a testimony just before 
his message. She spoke for fifty min- 
utes. So, to avoid tiring the audience, 
he took only a few minutes. A speaker 
may feel that his message is more im- 
portant than others, and that he is led 
by the Spirit to go on far beyond his 
allotted time. This may be true in rare 
cases; but too often it is obviously not 
so, and it implies that those who ar- 
ranged the meeting were not led by the 
Spirit. It will not do to say we can’t 
help it. If a man had to pay a dollar 
for every minute he ran over his time, 
he probably would contrive to close his 
message very nearly on time. More- 
over, our actions belie our words if we 
tell men that God’s grace is sufficient 
to enable them to overcome temptation, 
and then maintain that we can’t regu- 
late the length of our talks. Of course, 
this thing is done thoughtlessly, and it 
is'a failing that is very generally con- 
doned by patient audiences and speakers. 
But surely there is room for improve- 
ment, and by self-discipline and with 
God’s help, a man can learn to give his 
message, as a rule, within a certain time. 


Did Isaiah’s Word Mean “ Virgin’? 


(Reprinted by request from The Sunday School Times of February 12, 1927) 


nial of what appear to be plainly 
stated facts in the English versions 
of the Bible are given by those who do 
not accept the record as necessarily true. 
The first is the inability—or unwilling- 
ness—of human reason to accept as true, 
in some instances, that which admittedly 
is stated. 
The second is the claim that the words 
as we have them in our English versions 
may not, and in numerous cases do not, 


A T LEAST two grounds for the de- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord also will be a refuge 
for the oppressed, a refuge in times 











| of trouble” (Psa. 9:9). 








mean in the original languages what they 
are said to mean by the translations. 

The first ground is not under consid- 
eration in this editorial. The second 
ground, however, because of the infiltra- 
tion of critical views into the thinking 
of the average reader, is often chargeable 
with doubts for which the doubter him- 
self cannot account. Perhaps certain Bib- 
lical statements would not even trouble 
his reason quite so much if he had not 
heard that leading scholars hold the 
translation itself to be incorrect at these 
very points. How is he to know what are 
the facts as to the text, if he is influenced 
at all by the claims of scholarship? 

The case is not so hopeless as it seems. 
No one of us needs to be disturbed by 
the mere assertion that a Bible statement 
under review is incorrect. The critic 
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ust produce his evidence. He must also 
give conclusive evidence of his right to 
offer evidence, by reason of his proved 
exploration of all the known sources of 


information. And today, after centuries 


ci the most intensely critical work, 
which the Bible has abundantly with- 
stood, the burden of proof rests heavily 
upon the destructive critic. Many a stu- 
dent who now knows that he has been 
misled by a shallow and inadequate 
scholarship away from the Bible as trust- 
worthy history is rejoicing in the find- 
ings of a superior scholarship which does 
not draw inferences from a scanty group 
of “findings,” but which insists upon lo- 
cating all the existing evidences found 
in archeology, in language forms, usages, 
and in verified meanings that bear upon 
the question at issue. 


Take, for example, the Old Testament’ 


prophecy of the virgin birth of our Lord, 
in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.” Somewhere, some- 
how, from a source you can hardly iden- 
tify, you may have gathered the impres- 
sion that certain scholars hold that the 
word translated “virgin” in this passage 
means “young marrigd woman.” At first 
you put away the suggestion as not 
worthy of a second thought. Of course 
Jesus was born of a virgin! But suppose 
the word ought to have been translated 
differently? What then? Why, you see at 
once what a difference that would make, 
how unsettling to so many things in the 
narrative. What you heard was only a 
rumor of an opinion, but it lingers like a 
shadow upon the mind,—that is, some- 
times it does, with some earnest souls. 

It is to meet just such questions, such 
rumors, and shadows, and unsettling 
queries that one turns with gratitude to 
a guide who has been on a forty-year 
exploring tour in tireless, honest-hearted, 
and keen-minded search for the facts. 
And recently he has been telling about 
some of the evidences he has found about 
the word “virgin,”—evidences to which 
he can lead any of us understandingly. 

Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, is the outstanding 
scholar of our day in the field of all the 
languages that are related to Bible his- 
tory. He recently published in The 
Princeton Theological Review (April, 
1926) a special study of the meaning of 
the Hebrew word ‘alma in Isaiah 7:14, 
which in: the Authorized and Revised 
versions is translated “virgin.” Professor 
Wilson explains that he has often been 
asked concerning the meaning of ‘alma, 
which is regarded as a very important 
question in view of the fact that the 
word is rendered in the Greek version of 
the Old Testament (the Septuagint) and 
is cited in Matthew 1:23, as parthenos, 
which in the Greek means what we 
mean in English by “virgin.” 

The difficulty is that some Biblical 
critics have maintained that ‘alma in 
Isaiah 7:14 means “young married wo- 
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man.” What then are the facts as ascer- 
tained by Professor Wilson in his speciale 
study of the language questions in- 
volved? 

He finds that the word ‘alma occurs 
from seven to nine times in the Old 
Testament. The reason he states the oc- 
currences in this way is because in 1 
Chronicles 15:20, and in the heading of 
Psalm 46, where the plural is used, it is 
not certain that the singular is ‘alma. 
His nine instances occur in Genesis 
24:43; Exodus 2:8; Proverbs 30:19; Song 
of Solomon 1:3; 6:7; 1 Chronicles 5:20; 
Isaiah 7:14; Psalm 46 (heading); 68:26. 

Professor Wilson then gives the words 
that are used in the various ancient ver- 
sions of the Scriptures to translate the 
Hebrew word ‘alma. He refers to such 
versions as the Septuagint, the Targum 
of Onkelos, the Targum of Pseudo-Jona- 
than, the Syriac Peshitto, Jerome’s ver- 
sion, the Coptic, the Armenian, the 
Ethiopic, the Arabic, the Samaritan, and 
others. ' 

Having set forth in detail the actual 
words used in these versions to translate 
the word ‘alma, he points out that this 
evidence shows that, for example, the 
Septuagint version of Isaiah 7:14 (made 
about 200 B. C.), Matthew 1:23 from the 
first century A. D., the Syriac Peshitto 
from the second century A. D., and Jer- 
ome’s Latin Vulgate from about A. D. 
400, all render ‘alma by parthenos (vir- 
gin), or by its equivalents bethula and 
virgo.. He also shows that the Septuagint 
translation of Genesis 24:43 renders 
‘alma by parthenos, and that Jerome 
renders this word by virgo. 

It is not possible in a brief article to 
note all the details of Professor Wilson’s 
findings. He follows his usual method of 
ransacking the languages for all in- 
stances that could throw any light upon 
the problem. What he is after is to ascer- 
tain whether there is any evidence to 
show that the word ‘alma ever did mean 
“young married woman.” And here are 
some of his conclusions: 

None of the ancient languages or ver- 
sions gives any evidence to show that 
‘alma ever meant “a young married 
woman.” : 

There seems no doubt that bethula is 
the specific and unambiguous word for 
“virgin.” 

An ‘alma must have been presumed to 
be a “virgin,” since it is never defined 
by bethula. 

Since. the Septuagint (Greek transla- 
tion of the Old Testament) was made in 
the case of Genesis 280 B. C., and in the 
case of Isaiah 200 B. C., it is to be pre- 
sumed that their rendering of ‘alma by 
parthenos (virgin) in Genesis 24:43 and 
Isaiah 7:14 was in their minds a justifi- 
able rendering. So far as we have any 
evidence, the citation of Isaiah 7:14 in 
Matthew 1:23 is thus justified by the 
Jewish interpretation up to the time 
when Matthew was. written. 

Since the Peshitto Syriac version of 
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the Old Testament was probably made 
by Jews, their rendering of the word 
‘alma by bethula in Isaiah 7:14 must 
have been considered proper even as 
late as the second century A. D. 

Jerome, who studied Hebrew under the 
Jewish rabbis of his time (about A.D. 
400), still thought it possible to render 
‘alma by virgo in Genesis 24:43 and 
Isaiah 7:14. 

Since Aquila, Theodotian, and Sym- 
machus were all probably renegades 
from Christianity and Jewish proselytes, 
their rendering of ‘alma in Isaiah 7:14 
by neanis (young woman) instead of 
parthenos is easily understood. 

The rendering ‘ulemta of the Targum 
for Isaiah 7:14 cannot possibly argue in 
favor of the meaning “young married 
woman” in view of the following facts: 

(1) ‘Alma in the Old Testament never 
has this meaning elsewhere. 

(2) ‘Ulemta translates not merely ‘alma 
but also na‘ara, yalda, and bethula, none 


(Continued on page 788) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Coftection of a Correction 


Mr. David Rankin Barbee, secretary 
of the Committee on American History, 
2838 28th St., N.W., Washington, D. C., 
writes to Mr. Ernest Gordon: 

On May 11 you reprinted in Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot Times [p. 430] the 
celebrated letter of Cotton Mather, 
dated September 15, 1682. On June 
29 you published “a correction” from 
Mr. Robert E. Speer. I am taking the 
liberty of sending you a pamphlet, of 
mine entitled, “Did James F. Shunk 
forge the Cotton Mather Letter? The 
Answer Is Definitely, No.” It is the 
first study ever made of this incident 
and has received much attention from 
scholars, theologians, lawyers, jurists, 
and statesmen. 

Deservedly so! Mr. Barbee seems to 
have made his points in this brilliant 
essay. Mr. Shunk, charged with forgery 
of the Mather letter, is shown to have 
been a man of honor. His father was 
a great governor of Pennsylvania; his 
father-in-law, Chief Justice Black of 
Pennsylvania. He was educated in the 
University of Virginia and his whole life 
was that of a gentleman of character 
and honesty. His opponents declare that 
he confessed to have written the letter 
as a jeu d’esprit, a play of wit, but no 
letter containing such confession can be 
found though long search has been made 
for it in manuscript letters and papers. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society 
has never denied that the Cotton Mather 
letter is in its files or ever has been 
there. Shortly before his death Mr. 


Shunk reiterated his belief in its authen- 
ticity in a long statement quoted. 

For further detail, Mr. Barbee’s essay 
can be consulted in Tyler’s Quarterly 
Historical and Genealogical Magazine, 
January, 1940.—Ernest Gordon. 
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Opinions of Scientists on Evolution 
Showing the meager evidence for a generally accepted theory 
By W. BELL DAWSON, M.A. D.Sc.,F.RS.C. 


"Tavont is much misunderstanding 
about evolution, because it is taken 
for granted in popular articles 
which are widely circulated that it is 
now generally accepted. Indeed, it is in- 
ferred that any who do not believe in 
evolution are uninformed and behind the 
times. Yet this is not in accord with the 
situation as it stands; for those who have 
sufficient grasp of the physical and nat- 
ural sciences to follow the discussions in 
technical. societies are well aware that 
modern discovery and the advance in 
knowledge are making nature ever more 
inscrutable and less capable of explana- 
tion. * 

The quotations that are here given will 
show how this situation is affecting the 
theories of evolution in the view of evo- 
lutionists themselves. For like several 
other explanations which were thought 
satisfactory for a time during the last 
century, the evolutionary theory is now 
faced with more serious difficulties than 
before. There were some, long ago, who 
foresaw weak points in the theory which 
were fatal; and who recognized from the 
Bible that belief in an intelligent Creator 
was more satisfactory than any theory 
of supposed development. Quotations 
from some of these will indicate the 
opinions to which they were thus led. 


Not a Scientific Discovery 


When Charles Darwin put forward his 
theories on “The Origin of Species” in 
1859, it immediately caused widespread 
discussion, as well as his other notable 
work, “The Descent of Man,” in 1871, 
which attempted to connect man with the 
animals. Although many acclaimed him 
at once as a pioneer in knowledge, the 
Academy of Sciences in France would 
not admit him to membership; because 
they held that he had not made a scien- 
tific discovery supported by evidence, 
but had only put forward a theory which 
Was supposed to explain how species or- 
iginated, and how man came to be what 
he is. 

It is only fair to explain that Darwin 
himself put forward evolution as a 
theory; for he recognized that if crea- 
tures have changed from a low type to 
a higher level, there must be some up- 
lifting force to cause this. Yet the three 
causes or compelling impulses which he 
proposed to explain upward progress 
have proved inadequate after years of 
investigation. Sir William Bateson, an 
outstanding biologist, thus summed up 
the modern position of Darwinism, in ad- 
dressing the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science in 1921: “It 
is impossible for scientists longer to 
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The late Dr. Dawson was Gold 
Medalist, in Geology and Natural 
Science, McGill University; Gold Me- 
dalist, Institution of Civil Engineers, 
London; Laureate of the Academy of 
Sciences, Paris; Author of “The Bible 
Confirmed by Science,” “Evolution 
Contrasted with Scripture Truth,” 
and other works, It cannot, there- 
fore, be said that he is not qualified 
to speak on scientific subjects. But 
his studies and the worldly honors 
given him did not in any way lessen 
his faith in the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God. He rendered a real 
service to the cause of Christian edu- 
cation by collecting these adverse 
opinions of scientists on evolution. 
This article is a reprint, made with 
permission, of the pamphlet of the 
same title, published by the Interna- 
tional Christian Crusade, Room 404, 
366 Bay Street, Toronto 2, Can. It 
may be obtained at the rate of five 
cents for two copies, plus postage. 

The International Christian Cru- 
sade also publishes another fine 
booklet of over 100 pages entitled, 
“Evolution,” and costing twenty 

cents per copy or $2 per dozen. 








agree with Darwin’s theory of the origin 
of species. No explanation whatever has 
been offered for the fact that, after sixty 
years, no evidence has been discovered 
to verify his genesis of species. . . . Vari- 
ations of many kinds we daily witness, 
but no origin of species. ; . . The more 
our knowledge is extended the more in- 
compatible does the theory of evolution 
become with the facts. The origin and 
nature of species remains utterly myster- 
jous.” Yet he does not abandon the idea 
of evolution because of all this, although 
he may be constrained to say frankly 
that “he holds it only as an act of faith.” 

Another scientist is even more out- 
spoken in explaining his acceptance of 
evolution. At the meeting of the British 
Association held in South Africa in 1929, 
Professor D. M. S. Watson was president 
of the Zoological section; and he went 
so far as to make the statement: “Evolu- 
tion is a theory universally accepted, not 
because it could be proved to be true, 
but because the only alternative, special 
creation, was clearly incredible.” On this 
statement, Sir Ambrose Fleming, Presi- 
dent of the Victoria Institute of Great 
Britain, has remarked: “He did not say 
why creation was incredible, nor why a 
theory should be universally accepted if 
it could not be demonstrated to be true.” 
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Also, there are others who differ widely 
with Professor Watson on the question 
af the “acceptance” of evolution. For ex- 
ample, Professor T. H. Morgan of the 
California Institute of Technology, says 
of4®: “Today the theory has few follow- 
ers.among trained investigators, but it 
still has a popular vogue that is wide- 
spread and vociferous.” 

An eminent American geologist, hold- 
ing to evolution, the late Dr. H. F. Os- 
born, head of the Museum of Natural 
History in New York, gave this summary 
of the matter: “Between the appearance 
of ‘The Origin of Species’ in 1859 and the 
present time there have been great 
waves of faith in one explanation and 
then in another; each of these waves of 
confidence has ended in disappointment, 
until finally we have reached a stage of 
very general skepticism. . . . It is best 
frankly to acknowledge that the chief 
causes of the orderly development of the 
germ are still entirely unknown. ... We 
are more at a loss than ever before to 
understand the cause of evolution. One 
after another the Buffonian, Lamarckian 
Darwinian, Weismannian, and De Vries- 
ian theories of causation have collapsed. 
The old paths of research have led no- 
where, and the question arises: What 
lines shall new researches and experi- 
ments follow?” 


No Confirmation in Nature 


Professor Albert Fleischmann (Uni- 
versity of Erlangen, Bavaria) points out 
that a result in support of evolution, guch 
as Dr. Osborn hoped to reach by some 
line of investigation, is not to be ex- 
pected. For he says regarding the theory 
of descent: “It has not a single fact to 
confirm it in the realm of nature. It is 
not the result of scientific research but 
is purely the product of the imagination.” 

Because of these failures and difficul- 
ties with which evolution is now con- 
fronted, which are equally serious in 
attempting to connect man with the ani- 
mals, evolutionists are obliged to change 
their ground, and to take quite a differ- 
ent stand. New theories and other ex- 
planations are being put forward by 
them to give support to evolution; but 
none of these meet with general accept- 
ance among scientists, 

These views are corroborated by Dr. 
W. B. Scott, Professor of Geology in 
Princeton University, and author of a 
textbook on Geology. In his _ book, 
“Theory of Evolution,” he recognizes at 
the outset “the widespread belief that 
naturalists have become very doubtful 
as to the truth of the theory of evolution, 
and are casting about for some more 
satisfactory substitute.” ; 

We may now quote some geologists and 
other scientists of earlier days, when the 
difficulties confronting evolution were 
less serious than they have now come 
to be: — 


Prof. James D. Dana, (1813-1895) of 
Yale University, a pioneer in North 
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American geology: “When one reads the 
creation story in Genesis, the first 
thought that strikes the scientific reader 
is the evidence of Divinity, not merely 
in the first verse of the record and the 
successive fiats, but in the whole order 
of creation. There is so much that the 
most recent findings of science have for 
the first time explained, that the idea of 
man as the author becomes utterly in- 
comprehensible. By proving the record 
true, science pronounces it divine; for 
who could have correctly narrated the 
secrets of eternity but God Himself?” 


Sir J. William Dawson, (1820-1899) 
Professor of Geology and Principal of 
McGill University: “The record of the 
rocks is decidedly against evolutionists, 
especially in the abrupt appearance of 
new forms. Every grade of life was in 
its highest and best estate in the age 
when first introduced. Palaeontology fur- 
nishes no evidence as to the actual trans- 
formation of one species into another. 

“The order of creation as stated in 
Genesis is faultless in the light of mod- 
ern science, and many of the details 
present the most remarkable agreement 
with the results of sciences born only in 
our own day. To a sincere and unsophis- 
ticated mind, it must be evident that the 
grand outlines sketched in Genesis are 
the same as those which modern science 
enables us to trace.” 

“If we admit that the ‘days’ in the first 
chapter of Genesis, correspond with these 
geological periods, it would be impossible 
better to characterize their creations*in 
so few words, adapted to general com- 
prehension.” 

“Regarding the origin of man, I know 
nothing except what I am told in the 
Scriptures—that God created him. I 
would say with Lord Kelvin that there 
is nothing in science which reaches the 
origin of anything at all.” (Astronomers 
also maintain that we study the universe 
as “a going concern,” and science does 
not deal with the cuestion of “origins.”) 

Prof. Jos. Le Conte, (1823-1901) geolo- 
gist, University of California: “The evi- 
dence of geology today is that species 
seem to come into existence suddenly 
and in full perfection, remain substan- 
tially unchanged during the term of their 
existence and pass away in full perfec- 
tion. Other species take their place ap- 
parently by substitution, not by trans- 
mutation.” 

Prof. R. Virchow, (1821-1902) the high- 
est German authority on physiology, and 
at one time a pronounced advocate of 
Darwin’s and Haeckel’s views, subse- 
quently made this statement: “It is all 
nonsense. It cannot be proved by science 
that man descended from the ape or from 
any animal. Since the announcement of 
the theory, all real scientific knowledge 
has proceeded in the opposite direction.” 

Robert Etheridge, F.R.S., (1819-1903) 
Palaeontologist to the Natural History 
Department at the South Kensington 
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branch of the British Museum: “In all 
this great museum there is not a particle 
of evidence of the transmutation of spe- 
cies. Nine-tenths of the talk of evolution. 
ists is sheer nonsense, not founded on 
observation and wholly unsupported by 
facts. This museum is full of proofs of 
the utter falsity of their views.” 


Lord Kelvin, (1824-1907) British physi- 
cist, says: “I marvel at the undue haste 
with which teachers in our Universities 
and preachers in our pulpits are restat- 
ing truth in terms of evolution, while 
evolution itself remains an unproved hy- 
pothesis in the laboratories of science.” 
“Science positively demands Creation.” 


Sir Ambrose Fleming, D.Sc., F.R.S., 
(President for some years of the Victoria 
Institute and Philosophical Society of 
Great Britain), points out these serious 
deficiencies in the theories of the sup- 
posed descent of man from the animals: 

“The Darwinian theory, based merely 
on the struggle for individual existence 
and bodily life, has never given the 
slihtest real explanation of the initiation 
or growth of the special ethical, spiritual, 
or religous characteristics of the human 
race, or of its power of wielding the 
forces of nature for its use and advan- 
tage. 

“On the other hand, it gives no explan- 
ation of the cause of the degradation, 
violence, injustice and inhumanity of 
man to man.” 

“The Bibical account of man’s creation 
and fall alone explains the reason for the 
height to which he has risen and the 
depth to which he has fallen, his eleva- 
tion and grandeur, his debasement and 
decay.” 

“Science and Scripture thus agree in 
asserting that Creation was necessary 
and has taken place by acts of Divine 
Power which are not being repeated.” 

The above remark by Fleming is cor- 
roborated by Alf. R. Wallace, (1823-1913) 
British naturalist and once a collaborator 
with Darwin, who says: “Nothing in evo- 
lution can account for the soul of man. 
The difference between-man and the 
other animals is unbridgeable.” 


Prof. Thomas Huxley, perhaps the 
greatest exponent of evolution in his 
day, and whose mind was well-trained 
in logical reasoning, has rightly said: 
“Evolution, if consistently accepted, 
makes it impossible to believe the Bible.” 


In case it may be said that many of 
those here cited (though what they did 
say deserves consideration) represent 
views of some time back, which may 
have been modified since, the following 
quotations from recent scientists are 
added. They are furnished by the Secre- 
tary of the Evolution Protest Movement 
of Great Britian, who vouches for their 
accuracy and the dates. 

Progress in science has much increased 
the difficulties of evolutionists; and ac- 
cordingly scientific opposition to evolu- 
tion is much stronger today than it was 
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20. years ago. This refers to the latest 
opinions of those acquainted with all the 
latest discoveries, as follows: 

1925. G. Barry O'Toole (Zoologist): 
“We shall endeavour to show that evolu- 
tion has long since degenerated into a 
dogma, which is believed in spite of the 
facts, and not on account of them.” (The 
Case against Evolution. Foreword, p. 
xiv.) 

1930. Louis Vialleton (Zoologist): 
“Seventy years after Darwin’s famous 
book, the researches and reflections it 
originated, far from confirming the hopes 
of the master and filling the lacunae in 
his doctrine, have only demonstrated the 
inadmissibility of the proofs of it, as at 
first put forward; and its inability, with 
the aid of natural forces, to account for 
the formation of the living world; the 
transformist illusion has been exposed 


to broad daylight.” (L’Origine des Etres - 


Vivants L’Illusion Transformiste. p. 381.) 

1933. Albert Fleischmann (Prof. of 
Comparative Anatomy in Erlangen Uni- 
versity): “The theory (of evolution) suf- 
fers from grave defects, which are be- 
coming more and more apparent as time 
advances. It can no longer square with 
practical scientific knowledge, nor does 
it suffice for our theoretical grasp of the 
facts.” (The Doctrine of Organic Evolu- 
tion in the Light of Modern Research. 
Trans. Victoria Inst. Vol. LXV. pp. 194-5.) 

1935. Desmond P. Murray (Zoologist 
and Entomologist): “That one should be 
so eager to trace back all living organ- 
isms to a common ancestor appears to be 
unreasonable, as well as being at vari- 
ance with facts.shown; the theory is 
scientifically unsound. . . . There are in 
truth no clear, facts in favour of specific 
evolution. The Darwinian principle of 
indefinite variability is contrary to facts.” 
(South African Butterflies. A Monograph 
of the Family Lycaenides, p. 23.) 

1935. Heribert Nilsson (Botanist and 

Plant Geneticist): “The theory of evolu- 
tion has not been verified by experimen- 
tal investigations of the origin of 
species.” (Hereditas. Vol. XX. pp. 227- 
237.) 
1938. J. Lefevre (Zoologist): “Trans- 
formism has lost the extraordinary popu- 
larity it enjoyed less than fifty years 
ago. Nevertheless whether by materialist 
fanaticism, or by an illusion of scientific 
appearance, or by lack of culture or re- 
flection or method, the transformist faith 
(to use the expression of the transform- 
ist Carl Vogt) still persists. It is there- 
fore necessary to examine it very criti- 
cally.” (Manuel Critique de Biologie. 
p. 37.) 

1938. E. L. Grant Watson (Zoologist): 
“Evolutionists often use the simile of a 
tree to indicate the relation of species to 
each other, and to extinct forms, and to 
the forms’ that are assumed to be ances- 
tral forms. . . . Now the facts to which 


I wish to draw attention are these: That 
(Continued on page 789) 
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Lesson for September 15 


Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for September 15 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 
Covetousness 

HE last of the Ten Commandments 
sets forth an injunction against covet- 
ousness (Exod. 20:17). The need for 
this warning is well illustrated in the 
ancient law codes that have been re- 
covered in the archaeological excava- 
tions in the Near East. Many of the laws of 
the Code of Hammurabi would have been 
unnecessary if man did not covet that 
which was not his. Man’s covetousness 
made necessary the laws against false 
witness (Laws 3, 4), against theft (6-10), 
against stealing children and slaves (14- 
20), against housebreaking and brigand- 
age (21-25), and many of the remainder 
of the two hundred eighty-two laws in 
the Code of Hammurabi.t 
Early in the twentieth century A.D., 
excavations were made at Boghaz Koi 
in Asia Minor, the site of the ancient 
Hittite capital, and the code of laws of 
the Hittites was found, dating from the 
period 1400-1200 B.C. The covetousness 
of man again was emphasized by the 
laws against assault and battery (usually 
committed for personal advantage, laws 
1-18), laws against stealing slaves (19- 
24), a law against using another person’s 
cooking utensils (25), protective laws 


‘concerning marriage (26-36), and many 


of the other two hundred Hittite laws 
which were recovered.2 


Scattering and Withholding 
ROVERBS 11:24 points out that it is 
possible to scatter and yet increase, 

and it is also possible to withhold and 
yet to go into poverty. This is very 
often true in ordinary human affairs, 
and particularly true in spiritual mat- 
ters, for therein one receives the great- 
est blessing in giving out. Palestine 
furnishes us with an illustration of this. 
The Sea of Galilee sends out great quan- 
tities of water, which flow down the 
Jordan River. Yet the Sea of Galilee 
is beautiful and fresh and abounds with 
fish. The writer has often seen the 
fishermen of Galilee pull in their nets 
loaded with fifty or a hundred fish. On 





1For other material on the Code of Ham- 
murabi, see “Archaeological Light on the 
Lesson,” for August 25, September 1, and 
September 8, 1946. ; 

2For a translation of the Hittite Code of 
Laws, see J. M. P. Smith, “The Origin and 
History of Hébrew Law,” The University of 
Chicago Press, 1931, pp. 246-274, translation 
by Arnold Walther; also see G. A. Barton, 
“Archaeology and the Bible,” Philadelphia, 
American Sunday-School Union, seventh edi- 
tion, 1937, pp. 407-426. 

® See also Nelson Glueck, “The River Jor- 
dan,” Philadelphia, The “Westminster Press, 
1946, p. 41, where he remarks that the Sea 
of Galilee is still “full of fish.” This recent 
book is mest interesting and is written by 
one of the foremost Palestinian specialists of 
our day. 
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the other hand, the Dead Sea, which 
receives some seven million gallons of 
water every day, has no outlet, keeping 
all that it receives. The Dead Sea, 
though, has no living creatures in it, 
for the water is composed of twenty- 
five per cent mineral content. Even the 
minerals which are now being recov- 
ered have to be extracted by the labors 
of man. These two bodies of water4 
effectively illustrate the principle that, 
rightly applied, scattering may lead to 
increase of life and withholding mdy 
lead to poverty of life. 


Ostraca 
N EARLY Christian times, people often 
made notations on broken pieces of 
pottery, called “ostraca” (singular, os- 
tracon), just as we use scrap paper for 
making brief memoranda. In the ex- 
cavations in the Near East, particularly 





*For interesting sermons on the Sea of 
Galilee and the Dead Sea, see H. A. Iron- 
side, “Things Seen and Heard in Bible Lands,” 
64, 144-158. 
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in Egypt, quite a number of these os- 
traca have been found inscribed with 
verses of the Bible. One group of os- 
traca was secured in southern Egypt sev- 
eral years ago, and they are now one of 
the treasured possessions of the French 
Institute of Oriental Archaeology.5 
They apparently were written between 
A.D. 600 and 700, and one of them con- 
tains the introductory portion of the 
Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13- 
15), and another one contains verses 
15, 16 of the same portion. Such dis- 
coveries enable us to determine what 
text of the Bible was used in Egypt. 
They also supplement the papyrus and 
other manuscripts which help us to 
trace the text of the Bible back to early 
Christian times, long before A.D. 1611, 
when our King James translation was 
made. 


WHEATON, ILL. 





S Adolph Deissmann, “Light from the An- 
cient East,”” New York, Doran, 1927, pp. 57, 
58. 


How Times readers gave Christmas joy to an English Sunday school 


N OUR Girls’ Sunday School, we had 

our Christmas celebrations on Decem- 
ber 16, last year, as the entire school 
was to go to church on Christmas Sun- 
day to a children’s gift service in aid of 
the London City Mission. The teachers 
had been praying that there might be a 
special atmosphere of love and happiness 
that afternoon, and we felt that our 
prayers were answered. Some of the 
love and much of the happiness came 
all the way from the United States of 
America from Sunpay Scuoot. Times 
readers, to whom we send our grateful 
thanks. 

To begin at the beginning, one lady 
in California, having heard that all ply- 
wood and suitable boards in England 
were being kept for bomb-damage re- 
pairs, in October actually made and sent 
a board, covered in black flannelette, of 
as large a size as postal regulations 
would allow. This arrived on December 
11, and proved to be a great addition to 
our afternoon. 

The first joyful surprise was when we 
entered the room and found it beauti- 
fully decorated with evergreens includ- 
ing variegated and berried holly. A 
teacher had done this secretly and sur- 
prised her colleagues as well as the 
scholars. Then the teachers had texts or 
cards or calendars for their classes. The 
Superintendent had a tiny present for 
each teacher, and teachers had presents 
for her, ali being distributed by busy 
little messengers, as were motto-cards 
for all the scholars. Most exciting of all 
were charming little gift packets, wrap- 


By E. EDMUNDS 


ped in paper decorated with lambs, or 
fawns, or gift fleurs-de-lis, sealed with 
Christmas seals and having a card with 
each to say, “From America,” for the 
girls in the highest class, aged thirteen 
to sixteen years. At first they tried to 
save them until Christmas Day, but one 
girl opened hers, and soon all had done 
so. They proved to contain plaques of 
Sallman’s head of Christ and Christ 
knocking at'the heart’s door. The kind 
donor, who must have spent a long time 
in preparing these dainty parcels would 
have felt rewarded if she could have 
seen the intense pleasure they gave. The 
recipients then repacked their lovely 
presents to open again on Christmas Day. 
Of course we have no such wrapping 
paper, or seals, or plaques over here now. 

Then our service began with, “Once in 
Royal David’s City,” followed by prayer 
and thanksgiving. Various girls read 
Scripture passages from Isaiah 9, Luke 2, 
and Matthew 2, and we sang carols con- 
nected with them—‘Unto Us a Boy Is 
Born,” “Angels From the Realms of 
Glory,” “See Amid the Winter Snow,” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” and “O 
Come All Ye Faithful.” The seven and 
eight year olds sang, “Away in a Man- 
ger,” most sweetly and touchingly. 

The short address was of course illus- 
trated on the flannel board, and received 
rapt attention. First a Christmas card 
(from U. S. A.), then a spray of real 
holly, then a few ends of ribbon left 
over from parcel-tying, an advertisement 
pf Swan Ink to remind us to write “thank 


(Continued on page 789) 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 15. JESUS AND COVETOUSNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exod. 20:17; 1 Kings 21:1-16; Job 31:16-25, 28; Prov. 11:23-28; Luke 12:13-21, 
18:18-23; John 6:26, 27; 1 Tim. 6:6-8; Heb. 13:5; printed text, Exod. 20:17; Prov. 11:23, 24; Luke 12:13-21 


Golden Text.—He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.—Prov. 11:28 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Exod. 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor 
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that 


is thy neighbour's. 


Prov. 11:23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the 


expectation of the wicked is wrath. 


24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 


divider over you? 


15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 


things which he possesseth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


MAN’S attitude toward money is 
A often the acid test of his charac- 

ter. Where love of wealth and 
a determination to amass riches posses- 
ses the heart, there is no limit to the sin- 
ful lengths to which one may go in 
order to carry out his plans (1 Tim. 6: 
9). Covetousness is said to be idolatry 
because it becomes the supreme passion 
of the one who gives himself up to it 
(Col. 3:5). On the other hand, he who 
holds his earthly goods as a stewardship 
committed to him by God, to be used for 
His glory, finds joy and blessing as he 
ministers to the needs of others and 
advances by his generosity the work of 
the Lord (2 Cor. 8:1-6). 

Someone has defined money as a uni- 
versal provider for everything but hap- 
piness. Yet money, rightly used, may 
give much joy both to him who dis- 
burses it and to those who receive the 
bounty. It is called in Scripture “the 
mammon of unrighteousness” (Luke 16: 
9, 11) because if sin had not come in, 
money would never have been known. 
Mankind would have enjoyed the abun- 
dant provision of the Creator with no 
sense of “mine” or “thine.” All would 
have been for the good of all, as each 
day’s need required. The fact that 
money came in as a medium of exchange 
proves the unrighteousness of the hu- 
man heart and the necessity of a recog- 
nition of property rights because of the 
presence of sin. Yet these riches of un- 
righteousness may be so used as to pro- 
mote happiness and to stir the grati- 
tude of heart both to God as the supreme 
Giver and to man as His responsible 
steward. Money used in view of eter- 


nity is sanctified to the glory of the 


Lord. 


16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of 


a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 


18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, 


goods. 


toward God. 


The Historical Setting 


The Commandment forbidding covet- 
ousness was given at Sinai in approxi- 
mately 1490 B.C. The second passage 
is from the collection of proverbs, put 
together by King Solomon, who reigned 
from 1015 to 984 B.C. The other pas- 
sage is from ‘the teaching of our Lord 
Jesus, as recorded by Luke, the com- 
panion of Paul. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:17.—“Thou shalt not covet.” 
This Commandment forbids all envy and 
jealousy and searches the inward part of 
one’s being; for the desire to have what 
belongs to another is not manifest to 
our fellows, but is wickedness in the 
sight of God. It was this Command- 
ment that showed Saul of Tarsus the 
sinfulness of his heart (Rom. 7:7-13). 


Prov. 11:23.—“The desire of the right- 
eous is only good.” A righteous man 
does not desire that to which he is 
not entitled. He would not want to 
injure or defraud his neighbor. “The 
expectation of the wicked” is the very 
opposite of this. He would appropriate 
whatever he could even though it be- 
longed rightfully to another. 


Verse 24.—“Scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth,” as in the case of seed sown 
in the field. A sparse sowing makes 
for a small crop and tends to poverty. 
A good man gives generously, for he 
finds joy in ministering to the comfort 
of those in need. 


Luke 12:13.—“Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me.” It was a request, on the part 
of one who-felt he was not being treated 
fairly, for the Lord Jesus Christ to 
interfere in a family quarrel. The 
speaker evidently thought his brother 
would be inclined to heed an admoni- 
tion from the Lord Jesus, so he hoped 
thereby to obtain a larger portion of 


and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 


19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


what he considered his rightful inheri- 
tance. 


Verse 14—“Who made me a judge or 
a divider over you?” The Lord Jesus 
refused to adjudicate in a matter of this 
kind. He saw into the heart of the com- 
plainant and detected the love of gain 
which was behind the apparently inno- 
cent request. 


Verse 15—“Beware of covetousness.” 
The Law definitely forbids this sin, 
which is, however, latent in every hu- 
man heart (Rom. 7:7-13). It is a mis- 
take to suppose we can ever be sat- 
isfied with earthly treasure. Life does 
not consist in the accumulation of money 
or of the things that money can buy. 


Verse 16.—“The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully.” The 
Lord Jesus told a story to illustrate the 
folly of trying to satisfy the soul with 
temporal prosperity or worldly gain. He 
pictured a man so wealthy that what 
he might afterward obtain would be a 
superfiuity, yet this man still craved for 
more. 


Verse 17.—“I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits.” The thought of 
sharing his abundance with his less for- 
tunate neighbors never occurred to this 
man. He was utterly selfish and thought 
only of personal prosperity. 


Verse 18.—“I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater.” All his plans were 
for his own comfort and enjoyment. He 
considered no expense too great so long 
as it ministered to the happiness of his 
own covetous heart. 


Verse 19.—*Take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry.” Already he visualized 
his new barns and storehouses filled 
to overflowing with what he fancied 
would supply not only his needs but all 
his selfish desires for many years to 
come. He would be independent of God 
and of surrounding circumstances. Let 
come what might to others, he would 
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feather his own nest, as we say, and 
would be provided for, no matter how 
they might suffer. 


Verse 20—“But God.” How often 
these two words come in to upset all 
human ideas and all men’s plans! “God 
said . . . Thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided?” He knew not that while 
he was making all his selfish plans, 
death was reaching for his heartstrings. 
He had planned for a long and comfort- 
able life, but had made no provision 
for eternity. 


Verse 21—“So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” No man is rich toward 
God who ignores his Creator. He who 
turns to God in repentance and faith 
and orders his life according to the 
teaching and example of the Lord Jesus 
Christ —living unselfishly, ministering 
to the needy, sharing God’s good gifts 
with his neighbor — this is the man who 
accumulates treasure in Heaven. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God would never have forbidden cov- 
etousness, and so branded it as a seri- 
ous offense against righteousness, if it 
were not for the fact that the desire 
to possess that to which one is not en- 
titled is so fraught with evil of every 
character. The love of money, we are 
told, is (not exactly the, but) a root of 
all evil. There is nothing wicked that 
may not be grafted onto this root of 
covetousness. It is, therefore, all im- 
portant that we learn to be content with 
what we have (Heb. 13:5), for “godli- 
ness. with contentment is great gain” (1 
Tim 6:6). He who has Christ possesses 
the truest wealth, for in Him “are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge” (Col. 2:3). If one be without 
Christ he is in deepest poverty, no mat- 
ter what he may accumulate in the 
way of worldly pelf, whether it be 
money or property. To know Him and 
to hold all we possess as subject to His 
will and direction is to be rich toward 
God. 


Lesson Outline 
Tue SIN oF COvVETOUSNESS 

Forbidden in the Law (Exod. 20:17) 
Contrary to righteousness (Prov. 11:23) 
The opposite of generosity (v. 24) 
Natural to the human heart (Luke 12: 

13, 14) 
The warning of Jesus (v. 15) 
Exemplified in the rich fool (vs. 16-19) 
Leads to eternal ruin (v. 20) 
The lesson for us (v. 21) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
What Is the Sin of Covetousness? It 
is the unwholesome desire to accumu- 
ulate just for the sake of possessing. 
To make proper provision for the wel- 
fare of ourselves and those dependent 
upon us is not only right, but obligatory 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 8.—Jesus and Sincerity 
of Speech. Exodus 20:16; 23:1; 
Phalm 15:1-5; Proverbs 26:18-28; 
Matthew 5:33-37; 23:16-22; 26:69- 
75; Acts 4:13-21, 23 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 22.—Jesus and the Law 
of the Stranger. Exodus 22:21-23; 
Deuteronomy 24:14, 15, 17-22; 2 
Chronicles 6:32, 33; Matthew 25: 
31-45; Galatians 3:26-29; Hebrews 13:2 








(1 Tim. 5:8). But the love of money 
for its own sake is a grievous sin and 
becomes a root upon which every other 
evil may be grafted (Chap. 6:10). Note 
that in this verse a better rendering 
is “a root,” rather than “the root.” 
Where covetousness controls the heart 
there is no sin to which one may not 
be exposed in order to gratify the inor- 
dinate ambition to obtain greater wealth. 


True satisfacfion can never be found 
in worldly treasures. The happiest peo- 
ple on earth are those who hold all they 
possess as a trust from God, to be ad- 
ministered as He directs, for the bless- 
ing of mankind. We lay up treasure 
above as we disburse our wealth for or 
share our blessings with others. This 
was the life that Jesus lived (Matt. 
20:28), and He has left us an example, 
that we should follow in His steps (1 
Pet. 2:21). 


Summaries and Applications 


Everything: we possess has been en- 
trusted to us by God in order that we 
may use it for His glory. It is He who 
“giveth us richly all things to enjoy” 
(1 Tim. 6:17), and we are therefore 
right in using a part of His bounty for 
our own well-being and legitimate pleas- 
ure, but we are to count it both our 
privilege and our responsibility to share 
what we can with others, that they, 
too, many recognize God’s goodness as 
seen in our benevolence and practical 
consideration of the needs and the rights 
of others (Phil. 2:4). 

It is only as we understand the stew- 
ardship of wealth and use the means we 
do not need ourselves in doing good 
to others that we get the most pleasure 
out of our treasure. 

When we realize that all we possess 
was entrusted to us by God to use for 
His glory, we shall be delivered from 
selfishness. 

When covetousness grips the soul there 
can never be satisfaction. There. will 
always be the desire for more, and so 
the effort to accumulate. 

When the love of God is shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Spirit, we will 
welcome every opportunity to share 
what we have with others, and so far as 
we can, to do good unto all men. 

Perhaps it was a heart attack brought 
on by riotous living, or a sudden stroke, 
the result of overeating and drinking, 
that ended the earthly existence of the 
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rich fool. But back of it all was the 
voice of God calling him to account. 
He had to leave all his wealth to be 
enjoyed by others. 
CHICAGO. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ii. 
N WHAT respect is the Tenth Command- 
ment unique in the Decalogue? 
2. How can this Commandment be 

said to embrace the whole? 

3. Is covetousness a sin of the rich or of 
the poor? 

4. What expressions does covetousness 
take? 

5. In what respect are liberality and slan- 
der alike? 

6. What does Christ say about those who 
trust in riches? 

7. Of what does a man’s life consist? 

8. Did the rich fool do wrong in build- 
ing greater barns? 

9. Where did this astute farmer’s reckon- 
ing fail? 

10. Should a Christian be prosperous in 
business? Discuss. 


(Answers on page 788) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house ... wife ... manservant . 
maidservant ...0ox...dass... nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour’s” (Exod. 
20:17).—As we write this, El Cerrito, 
Calif., has the sordid case of a man 
coveting his neighbor’s wife to such an 
extent that he murdered the neighbor 
to secure her. 

He had worked in the same industrial 
plant with the woman during the war 
and became attracted to her. A ro- 
mance sprang up and was clandestinely 
carried on until the woman called it 
off. She told him she was tired of the 
intrigue and would not see him again. 

He brooded over the affair, plotted, 
and executed the murder, hoping to 
regain her love. 

After his arrest, he maintained his 
innocence for more than twelve hours 
of questioning. The police decided to 
confront him with the widow. When 
the widow bluntly asked him, “Did you 
kill my husband?” he broke and ade 
mitted he did. Then he added, “Now 
I guess they will give me the full pen- 
alty.” 

Well has James said, “Then when lust 
{or covetousness] hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death” (Jas. 
1; 18). 

The Apostle Paul’s testimony on this 
point is appropos: “I had not known 
sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou 
shalt not covet. But sin, taking occa- 





cod 





<> NIE 


en ieee 


784 (8) 


sion by the commandment wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence [or 
coveting]. For without the law sin was 
dead. For I was alive without the 


! law once: but when the commandment 


came, sin revived, and I died” (Rom. 
7:7-9). And a spiritually dead person 
needs the Lord Jesus who alone can 
give life—for He is the life (John 
14:6). 


“There is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth” (Prov. 11:24).—I have just 
returned from a most inspiring Bible 
conference at Lake Hume, Calif. The 
history of that conference is such a 
perfect illustration of this text that I 
feel constrained to relate part of it here. 

Two Christians, Herman Petit and 
John Strain, started to pray earnestly 
for a spiritual revival. (And, by the 
way, it was an article in THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times that inspired them to this 
end.) And it was after much earnest 
prayer that things began to happen. 

John Strain had sold some property 
and had $1,500 in cash on hand, Just 
at that time as he was reading the 
Scriptures, the Lord deeply impressed 
him with the verse: “Give, and it shall 
be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your 
bosom.” He decided to give $1,000 to 
carry on a Bible bookstore — the profits 
from which were to be given for the 
support of missionaries. 
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Soon after, another Christian met him 
and asked him what he was doing. When 
John Strain told him, the other ‘Chris- 
tian said, “I would like the privilege 
of putting $1,000 into that project also.” 
And without solicitation, other gifts 
came rolling in until now three such 
stores are in operation and missionaries 
supported through the income. 

And then the praying group began 
to grow. And the vision began to grow 
and the work began to grow. The men 
caught the vision of a missionary con- 
ference where young people would be 
saved, and their lives dedicated to the 
Lord and many would go to the mission 
field. 

Every detail of the project is a new 
inspiration, but prayers have been an- 
swered and 320 acres were bought on 
the shore of a beautiful lake in the midst 
of majestic mountain scenery in King’s 
Canyon National Park. The conference 
opened there this year. Already souls 
have been saved and lives have been 
yielded to carry the Gospel to the utter- 
most part of the earth. 

Money was voluntarily given to es- 
tablish an orphanage in China. Doubt- 
less many of those orphans will be 
saved and spend their lives telling the 
Gospel story and in helping others. 
Where will the increase stop? From 
that first $1,000 there has been such an 
increase that I hope the entire story 
can be written so that others may be 
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as inspired as we were who heard it 
first hand. May we not hesitate to 
“scatter” as God directs and trust Him 
for the increase. 


“A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he pos- 
sesseth” (Luke 12:15).—Things in them- 
selves can never satisfy the heart, even 
an abundance of them. 

Andrew Carnegie, the famous million- 
aire, became possessed of wealth beyond 
the dream of avarice. His income from 
oil, iron, railway, and other sources was 
stated to be even more than three times 
the annual output of the Royal mint 
in London. 

But one day when a well-known jour- 
nalist and politician (T. P. O’Connor) 
was with him, Mr. Carnegie told him: 
“I am really not to be envied. How 
can my wealth ‘thelp me? I am sixty 
years old, and I cannot digest my food. 
I would give you all my millions if you 
could give me your youth and good 
health. I would gladly sell all to have 
half my life over again.” Riches have 
their place and may be a great bless- 
ing, but they should never be an objec- 
tive in themselves and should never be 
expected to satisfy the human heart. 

Now none but Christ can satisfy, 

None other name for me; 
There’s love, and life, and lasting joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions upon which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
ilustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference: is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

The Golden Age.—He that trusteth in 
his riches shall fall: but the righteous 
shall flourish as a branch (Prov. 11:28, 
Golden Text). Over a doorway in an 
old Dutch banking house, this inscrip- 
tion used to be seen in French: “The 
Golden Age is an age in which gold does 
not xule.’” The value of money lies in 
its control for spiritual purposes——From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Whole World Has the Same 
Trouble.—Thou shalt not covet ...nor any 
thing that is thy neighbour’s (Exod. 20: 
17). Astory is told of Abraham Lincoln, 
the great President. A Springfield neigh- 
bor was drawn to his door one day by 
the crying of children. When he got 
there, he saw Lincoln passing by with 
his two sons, both crying lustily. “What 
is the matter with the boys?” asked the 
man. “Just what is the matter with the 
whole world!” answered Lincoln. “I 
have three walnuts and each boy wants 
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two.” Surely this spirit is abroad still 
today. We all need to learn more ear- 
nestly that covetousness and greed are 
sins that bring only trouble and pain.— 
From the Christian Herald (London). 
Sent by E.. M. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


Why He Couldn’t Work.—The desire 
of the righteous is only good (Prov. 11: 
23). Recently the Standard Oil Company 
wanted two extra men, as recounted in 
China’s Millions. A Mr. Li was one 
of the two chosen. He was housemas- 
ter in a boys’ boarding school of the 
China Inland Mission. His wages were 
to be double what he earned in the 
school; but when he found he would 
have to work on Sundays, he gave up 
the new job. He was then offered three 
times’ his former wages and excused 
from Sunday work. He returned to 
the job, but soon became very unhappy 
in it. Finally, after much prayer, he 
wrote this letter: “I am sorry I cannot 
work for your company. I have decided 
to work for God and win the boys to 
Jesus Christ.” The manager said to one 
of his friends, “I thought I did well to 
hire a Christian, but I see they put Jesus 
first and business second.” Do we?— 
Selected. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. ' 


Sufficient—A man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth (Luke 12:15). “How much is 
your salary?” A Mohammedan stood 
before the mission-school teacher who 
himself had once followed the Crescent 
instead of the Cross.” “Fifty cents a 
week,” came the answer. “Why, you 
could get ten times that in a govern- 
ment school!” “Yes, but I teach not 
for money —I teach for God.” “Well— 
but are those all the clothes the mis- 
sionaries provide? Don’t you have a 
robe also?” The humble teacher looked 
down at his cotton shirt and trousers. 
“No, these are sufficient,” he replied. 
The Moslem shook his head. “I never 
thought there was anything to this Jesus 
religion,” he observed thoughtfully, “but 
there must be, if a man will give up his 
robe and his lawful wage for it.”— 
From the Wesleyan Missionary. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Schenectady, 
| ef 


What Good Is It?—A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth (Luke 12:15). It’ is 
recorded of one of America’s richest 
men, that before he died he said to a 
friend: “I don’t see what good it does 
me—all this money that you say is 
mine. I can’t eat it, can’t spend it; in 
fact, I never saw it, and never had it 
in my hand for a moment. I dress no 
better than my private secretary, and 
cannot eat as much as my coachman. 
I live in a big servants’ boarding house, 
and am bothered to death by beggars, 
have dyspepsia, cannot drink champagne, 
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and most of my money is in the hands - 


of others, who use it mainly for their 
own benefit.” This is the testimony of 
one who put his treasure in “a bag 
with holes.”"—From the Gospel Herald. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Only to Eat, Drink, and Retire —And 
I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry 
(Luke 12:19). 

There are many of us creep 

Into this world tc eat and sleep, 

And know no reason why we’re born 

But only to consume the corn, 

Devour the cattle, flesh and fish, 

And leave behind an empty dish. 

And if our tombstones, when we die, 

Ben’t taught to flatter and to lie, 

There’s nothing better can be said, 

Than that he’s eaten all his bread, 

Drunk up his drink, and gone to bed. 
—From Isaac Watts. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 


As Unto Him.—So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself (Luke 12:21). 
Not for the eyes of men 
May this day’s work be done, 
But unto Thee, O God, 
That with the setting sun 
My heart may know the matchless prize 
Of sure approval.in Thine eyes. 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


bd 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it must be a terrible ex- 

perience to jump from the “lap of 
luxury” right into the lap of hell. That 
is what happened to “a certain rich 
man” whose ground “brought forth plen- 
tifully,’” and whose main concern was 
how to save and store it all securely for 
himself; whose plan of life was to give 
himself over to the selfish enjoyment 
of his wealth and to bother about no- 
body else the rest of his years. And 
evidently he thought he had a long 
time yet to live and he would spend 
the rest of his life eating, drinking, and 
being merry. But in the midst of his 
planning, God said: “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? So is he that lay- 
eth up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God” (Luke 12:20, 21). 


Fellows, here is a confession I hate 
to make, but J’m willing to make it if 
it will help some fellow to see the light 
and avoid making the mistake I did. 
When quite a young man I was well 
launched in the cotton export business. 
I had a fair working capital and was 
making money. My constant dream was 
to be a wealthy man, have a fine home 
on the avenue, live with my family in 
luxury, and retire with a comfortable 
fortune that would last into old age. I 
worked hard from early morning to 
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very late at night, under great strain 
and considerable excitement. Many 
nights I could not sleep, but lay awake 
planning, planning, planning. Sunday 
mornings I was too tired to go to church, 
but sometimes I did, and put a quarter 
or a half dollar in the plate when the 
offering was taken. God was not in my 
plans, except as an “insurance” against 
hell fire. Business prospects were at 
their brightest, when God spoke to me 
almost as shockingly as He did to the 
rich fool. 

A warehouse fire that lit up the coun- 
try for miles around one night burned 
forty thousand dollars worth of cotton 
for. me, which point blank put me out 
of business. With some insurance col- 
lected and some personal assets, includ- 
ing sale of the lot on the avenue upon 
which I was preparing to build, I man- 
aged to pay off my force of workers 
to the end of the season, and all claims; 
but it left me stripped financially and 
I had to take a clerical job with a real 
estate colonizing company ten miles 
from the city. 

There I became interested in a poor 
little dying country Sunday school. 
They made me superintendent, and I 
began to see that by applying some real 
business methods and organization and 
some of the same zeal and ingenuity I 
had put in my business I could make 
that little Sunday school hum like a 
beehive. It did; it grew amazingly in 
attendance and interest. People began 
coming from a distance to see how it 
was conducted. Invitations came to 
make addresses at Sunday school con- 
ventions. The presbytery, covering 
seven counties, made me supervisor for 
the Sunday schools of the whole dis- 
trict, and my business was to visit them 
and try to tune them up. Soon the 
synod, covering the whole state, called 
me out for the same purpose in the 
larger field, and from that I ultimately 
became a minister of the Gospel! 

Many times since then I have thanked 
my Lord for that warehouse fire. It 
seemed a dire calamity at the time, and 
my friends and I mourned quite a bit 
over it. But as I began more and more 
to experience God’s work prospering in 
my hands by His power and guidance, 
and as I realized the thrill of being a 
real yokefellow with Jesus Christ, I 
saw quite plainly that God had inter- 
vened in my affairs, had laid His hand 
upon me, and had definitely led me 
into His own glad service. I put on 
fifteen or twenty pounds in weight dur- 
ing the next year—and I needed it, 
for I was thin as a shad and nearly at 
the point of nervous prostration, before 
the fire. 

Financial sledding was rather hard 
after the fire, but I saw another light 
and began to tithe my income, whatever 
it might be; and I pledge you my word 
finances have never bothered me since. 
I do not live in the luxury I had plan- 
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ned, but I live in my Father’s care. The 
silver and the gold are His, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills; and He 
never lets me down—and never will. 
I wonder sometimes why He dealt with 
me so differently from the rich fool. 


I was a “would-be.” It was no fault of 


mine that I did not become one; I tried 
hard enough. But He is very gracious, 
and maybe there was a spark down there 
inside of me that He chose to fan into 
a flame—starting in a warehouse in 
the dark hours of the night. 


Greensboro, N. C. 
ye: 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Being Happy With What We Have 
(Exod, 20:17a; Luke 12:16-21; 1 Tim. 6:8) 


O UR picture today is a bottle of milk 
and a loaf of bread, things most 
of us have, and should thank God for, 
because millions of people in our world 
today do not have ‘that much food. 

The last of the Ten Commandments is, 
“Thou shalt not covet.” What does 
“covet” mean? The dictionary says, 
“Covet — crave, have a consuming de- 
sire for.” All right. Then the Com- 
mandment, really says, “Thou shalt not 
crave for anything that is your neigh- 
bor’s.” 

I’m afraid we're all guilty of this, 
even if we have not been guilty of ly- 
ing or stealing. Many of the things 
people buy, they get because they have 
been coveting something a friend has, 
and they buy one just like it. Adver- 
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tisers count on this almost universal 
habit. 
Are you happy with what you have? 
If you are not, you will not be happy, 
no matter how much more you have. 
Happiness does not come from the things 
you have, it is a condition of mind and 
heart. 
When my girl was small, she saw a 
picture of a pink stucco house, and she 
was charmed with it. She wanted our 
white wooden house painted pink, but 
her father said, “No.” Then she prayed 
for a pink house. At last she asked me 
if I thought God would let her have a 
pink house in Heaven. I told her if a 
pink house was necessary to her hap- 
piness in Heaven, she would have one. 
Soon after this, we visited Los An- 
geles, and it was when there was a great 
wave of building stucco houses in all 
the colors of the rainbow. She was 
thrilled at the first pink one she saw. 
She coveted that house. She wanted 
us to move right into it.. But as we saw 
dozens of pink stucco houses, her en- 
thusiasm cooled. After we came home, 
one day I found her crying. Upon ask- 
ing what was the matter, she said, “Oh, 
Mother, do you think God will make 
me have a pink house in Heaven be- 
cause I asked for one? I’m so tired of 
pink houses—I never want to see any 
more!” Many people have found the 
same thing, that the thing they coveted 
was not what they wanted, after all. 
Paul said he had learned to be con- 
tent with what he had. If he had plenty, 
he enjoyed it and thanked God for it. 
If he had little, he enjoyed -it and 
thanked God for it. Paul wasn’t try- 
ing to get rich. Paul had one thing 
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to do in life, and that was to tell peo- 
ple about the Lord Jesus Christ and 
witness for Him wherever he went. If 
we have the same purpose he had, we 
shall be content with what we have. 
After all, what we have here doesn’t 
matter so much. It’s what we are going 
to have after we leave this earth that 
is important. 

Most of the children have heard of the 
atomic bomb and how it ruined large 
parts of two cities, with their great 
buildings and thousands of people, Peter 
tells us that some day the earth, the 
whole earth, will melt in heat (not 
while we live, for Christ is going to 
rule and reign on earth for a thousand 
years after He returns), so even all the 
earth is not worth coveting. 

Paul tells us to covet earnestly the 
best gifts, the things God can give us, 
and does give freely to His children — 
love, joy, peace. Those are the only 
things worth coveting. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, Thou hast “given 
unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises,” therefore we have no need 
to covet other men’s goods. We know 
deep down in our hearts that we are 
better off with the things ‘Thou dost 
give us, even though we may not have 
as much as others, than with all the 
worldly wealth we could gather by our 
own efforts, apart from Thy will. We 
thank Thee that we can say with Thy 
servant Solomon, “There hath not failed 
one word of all his good promises,” and 
as’ we look back over our lives, we can 
see that Thou hast supplied our real 
needs. Help us, Father, to be more 
concerned about laying up treasure in 
Heaven than in accumulating posses- 
sions here on earth. Keep us from 
coveting not only other men’s money 
and goods, but their talents and gifts 
and position as well. May our minds 
be so stayed upon Thee, and upon the 
riches that we have in Christ Jesus, 
that we shall be able to say with the 
beloved Apostle Paul, “I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content.” We ask this in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We are to study to- 
day the Tenth Commandment. It is re- 
lated to the Eighth Commandment, be- 
cause stealing begins with covetousness. 
Let us rermember what Moses said to 
the people: “And the Lord commanded 
us to do all these statutes, to fear the 
Lord our God, for our good always” 
(Deut. 6:24a). We sometimes think of 
His Commandments as harsh and arb- 
itrary, but they are not, and we are 
much happier if we keep them. When 
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covetousness begins, it spreads in the 
heart and mind like a fire. It means 
that we have turned our eyes away from 
the Lord and His goodness, have ceased 
to care about treasure in Heaven, and 
have set our hearts on earthly things. 
Covetousness and the peace of God sim- 
ply cannot be in the same heart at the 
same moment. If we find ourselves 
tempted to covet, it is better to drag 
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the sin out into the open and confess 
it to God. When we get rid of it by 
His grace, then we can really take to 
heart such comforting words as these: 
“Let your conversation be without cov- 
etousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” 
(Heb. 13:5). 


we 
My Class of Girls 
‘ By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Covet Gon’s BEsT 
OMPARE the stories of the two 
covetous men in Luke 12:13-21 with 
Job after losing possessions, family, and 
health (Job 31: 16-25). 
LUKE JOB 
These men. be- Job believed in 


lieved in per- sharing with the 
sonal profit. needy. 
These _ coveted Job did not take 


fame, prestige as 
big businessmen. 


advantage of 
prestige, but 
sought to be a 
helpful neighbor. 
With Job God was 
ptimary; goods 
were secondary. 
Job was contented 


These put goods 
ahead of God. 


These lusted for 


greater gains. with past oppor- 
tunities for serv- 
ice. 

These demon- Job demonstrated: 
strated; “He that “Let your con- 
trusteth in his versation be 
riches shall fall” without covet- 
(Prov. 11:28). ousness” (Heb. 

13:5). 

Motto: “I have Motto: “The de- 
made gold my sire of the right- 
hope” (Job 31: eous is only 
24). good” (Prov. 11: 

23). 


Desires are common to everyone, and 
and the trend of careers, characters, and 
influence is determined by our most 
dominant desires. Coveting in the sense 
that Paul mentioned, “Covet earnestly 
the best gifts,” includes an earnest de- 
sire to obtain God’s best; hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness; receiving 
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an understanding heart, Solomon’s basic 
desire. What is the dominant desire of 
your life? What do you want for your- 
self more than anything else, and why 
do you want it? Check yourselves on 
the matter of coveting with this sug- 
gestion of Paul’s, 

Now the coveting of Commandment 
Ten is an entirely different matter. 
This involves unreasonable, unlawful 
desire, the basis of practically all evil. 
People with selfishly covetous motives 
are those who love money for money’s 
sake instead of appreciating it with a 
desire to use it for the good of man- 
kind and God. These people also are 
envious of their neighbor’s wife, serv- 
ants, household possessions, business 
ability, educational or social advantages, 
and other attractions. Instead of gra- 
ciously rejoicing in their neighbor’s for- 
tune, they rankle within. Destructive 
comparison of self with others leads to 
daydreaming, restless discontent, in- 
creasing greed, broody contemplation of 
crimes, or active participation in break- 
ing other Commandments. 

It is entirely legitimate for industri- 
ous persons to profit from their labors, 
but there is a vast difference in the way 
such profit is used, and in the attitude 
the owner takes toward the opportuni- 
ties for lesser or greater profits of 
others. For instance, we learned of 
some California potato and wheat 
growers who have recently been turn- 
ing their produce into liquor channels, 
while, at about the same time, a pic- 
ture appeared in the paper of an emaci- 
ated grandmother in a famine-wracked 
mountain province of the Philippines 
who, with other older members of her 
tribe, is starving to death in order to 
give younger members the available 
food. Some people, for a few transitory 
personal possessions are willing to con- 
tribute toward the downfall of their 
fellows, while others are sacrificing their 
very bodies that others might live more 
comfortably. 

Desires might be placed upon three 
levels, physical, mental, and spiritual, 
with a choice of righteous or ungodly 
motives all along the way. Analyze this 
chart: 


SPIRITUAL 
Righteous Ungodly 
MENTAL 
Desires Desires 
PHYSICAL 


In working toward our choices, let us 
remember Christ’s advice, “Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto everlast- 
ing life” (John 6:27). Covet a deeper 
appreciation of God’s gift — Christ (Eph. 
3:16-19). 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
3 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


What Jesus Said About Coveting 
(Luke 12:13-21) 


F CHEATING, lying, and swearing 

are a triplet family, I think selfish- 
ness is their father. (A larger stick 
figure wearing a hat may be drawn to 
accompany the design used last Sunday.) 
Was it because Peter was thinking about 
himself that he lied, and swore he did 
not know the Lord Jesus? Was it be- 
cause Zacchzeus was selfish that he got 
all the money he could for himself by 
cheating other people in their taxes? 

Is it because a boy is selfish that he 
cheats to win a game? Is it because a 
girl is thinking of herself that she tries 
to get the larger piece of candy before 
her little sister? Is it because James is 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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selfish that he fusses that Paul has a 
bike and he hasn’t one? Is it because 
Sally is selfish that she wants expensive 
dresses like Nora’s though she knows 
her father cannot afford them? Now 
can you give me a sentence really about 
yourself: Is it because I am selfish that 
I ? 


When people are so selfish that they 
want things other people have, the Bible 
says they are covetous. “Thou shalt 
not covet” (Exod. 20:17, Memory Verse) 
is the Tenth Commandment. Who will 
write it on the figure ten to complete 
our set of Commandments? 


I suppose you have sometime gone to 
Mother and complained: “Ma, won’t 
you make him give me that; it’s just 
as much mine as his”? A man once 
went to the Lord Jesus and said, “Tell 
my brother to share with me what he 
inherited from Father.” But the Lord 
Jesus knew the man’s heart. He told 
the man to look out for the Tenth Com- 
mandment—he wouldn’t be any hap- 
pier even if he had more money. Then 
the Lord Jesus told a story about a man 
who tried to keep everything for him- 
self. Let’s read the story aloud in Luke 
12: 16-21. 


(Draw on the blackboard a few ver- 
tical lines to represent yrain in a field, 
a small barn, and a very large barn.) 
Now explain what the things on the 
blackboard mean. (Erase the smaller 
barn.) How much of this grain went 
into the big barn? (Draw an arrow 
from the grain to the barn.) How much 
was sold and given to God? (Draw an 
arrow from the grain upward. After 
the answer is given, erase the arrow.) 
How much was given to help others 
who were hungry? (Draw an arrow 
from the grain headed in the opposite 
direction from the barn. After the an- 
swer is given, erase the arrow.) When 
the: man died, how much did he take 
with him? (Erase the grain and the 
barn.) That’s all he had left! 


Now let’s start over again. (Draw 
grain and barn.) Suppose this is us. 
We have grain enough in our country 
for ourselves, but people in Europe are 
starving. Shall we keep it all in our 
barns and stores? Suppose we put part 
in our barn. (Draw an arrow to the 
barn.) Should we give at least a tenth 
of it to God for His work? (Draw an 
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arrow upward.) Should we give part of 
it to feed the hungry in Europe? (Draw 
an arrow from the grain opposite in 
direction to the barn.) When we die, 
how.much will we have left? (Erase 
the grain and the barn with the con- 
necting arrow. Leave the arrow point- 
ing upward, and change the one rep- 
resenting that given to others to an 
upward direction also.) That will all 
be treasure in Heaven for us. What 
happened to the second arrow? How 
did that get headed for Heaven? Next 
Sunday’s lesson will explain. 
Orono, MAINE. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 783) 

1. While the other nine deal primarily 
with outward action, this has to do spe- 
cifically with an inner state of the heart. 

2. It covers the first table, for covetous- 
ness is identified with idolatry (Eph. 5:5; 
Col. 3:5). It covers the second table as 
being the lust which bringeth forth sin. 
(See Rom. 7:7.) 

3. Both. Necessity may entice the poor 
to covetousness, and greed often fills the 
heart of the rich. 

4. Among others, envy of what others pos- 
sess, miserly holding on to what one has, 
inordinate attempts to increase one’s poS- 
sessions. It is not confined to money, but 
may be directed to position, talent, or 
other things. 

5. They both act like a boomerang (Prov. 
26:27 [see last week’s lesson]; and Prov. 
11:25). 

6. See Mark 10: 23-25. 

7. Of being, not of having; as the old 
African said to Dan Crawford, “Missi. to 
have -more is not to be better” (S.S.T., Dec. 
7, 1935, p. 816.) 

8. That in itself was not the sin, but that 
he did it “for himself” .along, without ref- 
erence to God or the need of his fellow 
men, that was the sin. 

.9. He put all his eggs in the basket of 
time, and he could not hold on to that 
basket. 

10. Whatever a Christian's occupation, he 
ought to make the best of it, and, as Henry 
Parsons Crowell said, “Man for man, the 
Christian goes further.” But he must re- 
ceive prosperity as a stewardship from God 
and for God. 
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Did Isaiah's Word Mean 
“Virgin”? 
(Continued from second page) 


of which means “young married woman.” 

(3) ‘Ulemta is: used of Rebecca when 
she came to the well and met Eliezer; of 
Miriam when she was set to watch the 
infant Moses; of the 400 virgins of Ja- 
besh-gilead (Judges 21:12); of Esther and 
the other virgins who were selected for 
the choice of Xerxes as wife. 

The feminine noun is not found in the 
Koran; but the masculine is used of the 
as yet unborn Isaac and John the Baptist, 
and of Jesus the son of the virgin Mary, 
of Joseph in the pit, and of two young 
men who are expressly said to have been 




















Lessah fat September 15 


killed. before they had reached the age 
of puberty. 

All the versions using the Greek par- 
thenos—Coptic, Armenian, Ethiopic, 
Harklensian, Syriac, and Arabic—render 
the word in both Isaiah 7:14 and Mat- 
thew 1:23 by the best word for “virgin” 
which they possess. 

Two final conclusions from the evi- 
dence seem clear: first, that ‘alma, so 
far as known, never meant “young mar- 
ried woman”; and second, since the pre- 
sumption in common law and usage was 
and is that every ‘alma is virgin and vir- 
tuous until she is proved not to be, we 
have the right to assume that Rebecca 
and the ‘alma of Isaiah 7:14 and all other 
‘almas were virgin, until and unless it 
shall be proved that they were not. If 
Isaiah 7:14 is a prediction of the con- 
ception of Christ, and if the events re- 
corded in Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 
1: 26-38 are true and the Holy Spirit of 
God really overshadowed the virgin 
Mary, ali difficulties are cleared away. 
The language itself is not the difficulty. 
The great and only difficulty lies in dis- 
belief in predictive prophecy, and in the 
almighty power of God; or in the desire 
to throw discredit upon the divine Son- 
ship of Jesus. 
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Ye Also Helping 
(Continued from page 781) 


you” letters, a picture of shepherd’, a 
picture of toys (from U. S. A.),a picture 
of the Magi from a pre-war Christmas 
card, a picture of an angel (from U. S. 
A.). Then the children ran through the 
names and the initial letter was put 
under each— ; 

C ards 

Holly 

R ibbon 

Ink 

S hepherds 

T oys 

M agi. 

Angel 

“What does that spell?” they were 
asked, and fell neatly into the trap, by 
answering all at once, “Christmas.” Then 
they found the letters as arranged did 
not spell any word at all, or have any 
meaning unless an “S” was added. So 
we recited the angel’s good tidings (Luke 
2:11), and found the word, “Saviour,” 
and added a cross (from U.S. A.) to the 
board with an S below to represent the 
Saviour, who alone gave meaning to all 
the other delightful things, and who 
came into the world to save sinners. 
The children badly wanted to know 

why the pictures and letters stayed on 
the board. One decided it was magic! 
Their curiosity remained unsatisfied for 
use on future occasions. Actually the 
pictures and letters had small pieces of 
lint stuck on their backs, a left-over 
from a first aid outfit for bombing days, 
happily never needed. 
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So friends from California, New York, 
Missouri, and Connecticut and other 
states in America joined with Hailsham 
teachers in giving a joyous afternoon to 
about a hundred children, dear to us, 
and dear also to the One who is Himself 
unspeakably precious to us who believe. 

HAILsHAM, Sussex, ENG. 
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Opinions of Scientists on 
Evolution 
(Continued from page 780) 


the existing species or the extinct fossil 
species do not exist anywhere on the 
connecting branches, but must all be re- 
garded as terminals; the vast body of 
the tree of evolution is entirely imagin- 
ary, and no material creatures have 
been found to correspond with it.” (Facts 
at Variance with the Theory of Organic 
Evolution. Trans. Victoria Inst. Vol. LXX. 
p. 11.) 

1939. G. K. Hebbert (Zoologist and 
Entomologist): “The evidence of the fos- 
sils very definitely favours Creation and 
not the evolution theory. The evolution 
theory bristles with anatomical and bio- 
chemical difficulties.” (A _ Biologist’s 
Views on Evolution, p. 5.) 

1939. Paul Lemoine (Geologist): “The 
theory of evolution is impossible. At 
base, in spite of appearances, no one any 
longer believes in it. (Referring to 
French scientists.) . . . Evolution is a 
kind of dogma which the priests no 
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longer believe, but which they main- 
tain for their people.” (Encyclopédie 
Francaise. Tome V. p. 5. 82. 8.) 


1940. Maurice Thomas (Zoologist and 
Entomologist): “The whole animal king- 
dom rises up against the transformist 
conception.” “All these elements assign 
very narrow limits to the variability of 
organisms which the transformist philo- 
sophy can only clear by taking a perilous 
leap into the domain of pure philosophy.” 
(Paleontologie des Arachneides. Revue 
des Questions Scientifiques. Vol. 117. 
p. 23.) 


1940. Edgar Chance (Zoologist and 
Ornithologist): “Because fish have fins 
and birds have wings is no reason for 
saying they had the same ancestors. 
Surely it really proves the same De- 
signer? This similarity in design and all 
these links which are used by the mate- 
rialistic evolutionist to prove that all life 
had the same materialistic origin, to my 
mind far more convincingly prove that 
all forms of life were created by the 
same Designer.” (The Truth about the 
Cuckoo, p. 197.) 


1941. Arthur P. Kelley (Botanist): 


“Evolution cannot exist for a moment 


without demonstrable transformations. 
But botanical phenomena pr vide ix 
with no transformations—not ev. 2 one.” 
(Some Hiatuses in the Plant Kingdo:> 
and Their Significance. Trans. Victoria 
Inst. Vol. LXXIII. p. 146.) . 


1942, Douglas Dewar (Zoologist and 
Ornithologist): “I contend that it is im- 
possible for any kind of land animal to 
have changed into a whale by a series of 
slight modifications that took place in 
successive generations. I have repeatedly 
challenged transformists to describe fea- 
sible ancestors in the middle stages of 
the supposed transformation.” (What the 
Animal Fossils Tell Us.. Trans. Victoria 
Inst. Vol. LXXIV. p. 35.) 


In addition to the above zoologists, bo- 
tanists, and geologists, many anthropolo- 
gists and medical men openly reject evo- 
lution. Among the former are Radin, 
Boas, Goldenweiser, Sapir, Swanton, 
Wissler, Breuil, Teilhard, Boigelot and 
Kroeber. According to the last named 
(“American Anthropologist,” 1917, p. 70): 
“There is scarcely an ethnologist in this 
country, in France or in Germany who 
does not believe the narrow simple 
method of the classic English evolution- 
ary school to be sterile. 


Among the. doctors of medicine who 
openly reject evolution, mention may be 
made of B. M. Blair (Regius Professor 
of Anatomy in the University of Glas- 
gow), W. Hi. Pettit, A. I. Brown, Halliday 
Sutherland, P. W. O’Gorman, and R. 
McNair Wilson. The last named writes 
on page 11 of “The Witness of Science,” 
1942: “Increase of knowledge about biol- 
ogy has tended to emphasize the extreme 
rigidity of type and, more and more, to 
discount the idea of transmutation from 
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one type to another, the essential basis 
of Darwinism.” 

Needless to say, there is a host of 
scientists who are not biologists, and 
who reject the theory of evolution. 


It was thought formerly that our ad- 
vance in knowledge would enable us to 
explain everything in nature, and how 
things came to be. But this advance and 
further inventions have only made things 
more inscrutable and mysterious. So in- 
vestigators no longer attempt tc “ex- 
plain,” but only to ascertain how things 
behave under different conditions. 

Our best thinkers realize that only a 
Being with infinite wisdom can under- 
stand the ultimate nature of things and 
forces, and how they originated; and 
only so far as God has revealed these to 
us, can we understand. (See Isa. 55:8, 9. 
Job 26:14.) - 

We can thus realize how futile any 
finite human explanation—such as evo- 
lution—of the origin of living species or 
of man, must necessarily be. 
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2..Wh:.' Are Young Indians Doing? 
(Joel 2:28, 29) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

UR topic this week is closely related 

to that of last week, when we con- 
sidered what young Indians are think- 
ing. One reason for this close rela- 
tionship is that what a person thinks 
determines largely what he does. And so 
the thinking of young Indians must, of 
necessity, determine in a large measure 
what young Indians are doing. 

bd 


As in other lands, during the recent 
war years, many young Indians have 
seen military service. Numbers of these 
young men have had the opportunity 
of visiting other lands, and observing 
so-called Christian civilization. Many 
have either seen or read or heard of 
the liberty and independence of peo- 
ples in so-called: Christian lands, such 
as our own. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that unrest and the desire to throw 
off the British yoke have flared up anew 
with the ending of the war. 

Whereas a few years ago Mohandas 
Gandhi and Pandit Nehru counseled In- 
dian students to refrain from political 
activity, and to spend their time study- 
ing political subjects and discussing 
political issues among themselves, rather 
than taking an active part in politics, 
according to a November, 1945, issue of 
the Indian Witness, national leaders are 
appealing to students to join in the re- 
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volt for independence, and have assured 
them that they are “the soldiers who 
can win freedom for India, and that 
their Motherland looks to them for serv- 
ice and sacrifice.” As a consequence, 
we read of strikes and processions as 
the order of the day in and among In- 
dian youth. Evidently study is to be 
sacrificed on the altar of politics, for 
at least a year. 
Sg 


In all justice, it must be said, in spite 
of the charges of imperialism and ex- 
ploitation that have been hurled against 
her, some justly, and others unjustly, 
that in many respects Great Britain has 
sought to do a good job in India. Had 
it not been for the restraining power 
of the British Empire, India would have 
been the scene of bloody civil wars that 
would have so weakened her that be- 
fore long she would have been domi- 
nated by some other power, not so con- 
cerned with righteous government as 
Great Britain, with all her faults, has 
been. One of the great deterrents to 
India’s freedom in recent years has been 
the inability of her own leaders and 
people to come to any kind of agree- 
ment on united government. 

4 

But, ia the midst ‘of all this turmoil 
and confusion, and longing for inde- 
pendence, can it be said that Indian 
youth are in any large measure turning 
to Christ? It would, indeed, be good 
news if this could be said, but trusted 
evangelieal missionaries on the field are 
not so optimistic. Many of India’s youth 
have seen the advantage of Christian 
teachings and ethics, they recognize the 
social benefits that might come to their 
people if the great principles of liberty 
and equality and national morality were 
put into practice. But, as yet, no great 
masses of India’s youth are turning to 
Christ as their personal Saviour from 
sin. The vast majority of them are still 
bound in the chains of Mohammedanism 
and Hinduism, and their eyes are still 
blinded as to their need of a personal 
Saviour who alone can save to the 
uttermost. 

Every right thinking Christian should 
long for the time when India, and every 
other nation that is burdened with eco- 
nomic and social and political evils may 
be free and self-governing. But let us 
pray first that India may be made ready 
spiritually for independence, and let us 
work toward that end. It is right that 
we should be concerned about the social 
aud economic evils under which India 
suffers today, and we should do all in 
our power to alleviate them. But what 
a tragedy it is if we help India to social 
betterment and to economic security, and 
deny to her the inspired Word of God, 
and the preaching of the Gospel, which 
alone can change the hearts of India’s 
people. 

It can be said that millions in India 
have never heard, as yet, the way of 
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salvation through Christ. Shall we give 
her physical bread and withhold the 
Bread of Life? As long as her people 
are bound in the superstition and sin of 
their false religions, they cannot long 
exist as a free, independent people. It 
is sin that is at the root of India’s suf- 
fering and degradation and bondage. 
Why, then, do we suppose that, by snip- 
ping off a few of the branches, we can 
cure these evils? Until the root is at- 
tacked by a widespread preaching of 
the Gospel of Christ, and the hearts of 
India’s people are turned to Christ, who 
alone can set them free and work in 
them the disposition to live in peace 
and love and harmony with their fel- 
low men, India’s people cannot be at 
rest. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


1947 Lesson Lists Now Available 


N CONVENIENT, pamphlet form, THe 

Sunpay Scuoot Trmes has again issued 
its annual list of lessons in the Interna- 
tional Uniform Series for 1947. 

The pamphlet gives the title of each 
lesson and the Golden Text in full, ref- 
erences for the Scripture passages to 
be studied, and for the devotional read- 
ing; the Primary and Junior Topics, with 
the accompanying Golden Texts and les- 
son passage references; and the Inter- 
mediate-Senior Topics, and Young Peo- 
ple-Adult Topics. The lessons are listed 
according to date and number in each 
of the four quarters of the year. 

The pamphlet may be obtained at 10 
cents a copy or $1 a dozen from The Sun- 
day School Times Company,.325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Rally Day in Your Sunday 
School 


ALLY DAY is not an easy time to 

plan for. Yet it is a day when the 
whole Sunday school should get together 
for inspiration and co-ordination after 
summer absences. Mary Brainerd Smith 
has prepared an excellent program, “Lest 
We Forget.” It was offered last year 
in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, and is 
offered again for the 1946 Rally Day. 


This Rally Day service includes re- 
sponsive readings for the whole school, 
special songs set to familiar hymn tunes, 
recitations for the various departments, 
and provision for a suitable address 
by pastor, superintendent, or special 
speaker. It is printed in handy folder 
form, and may be had at 25 cents’ a 
dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, and 
ask for the Rally Day service, “Lest 
We Forget.” 
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An Opportunity to Hear 
Wade C. Smith 


NIQUE Bible and Gospel messages 

are given by the Rev. Wade C. 
Smith, whose “Little Jetts” appear each 
week in the Trues. As he talks, he de- 
signs these expressive little figures on 
large sheets of white paper, sometimes 
using crayons of many colors. His mes- 
sages are not soon forgotten, for they 
go into the heart through the eye-gate 
as well as ear-gate. 


Mr. Smith is now making engagements 
for meetings of eight to ten days dur- 
ing October and November, in West 
Virginia, western Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 
Sunday school superintendents, pastors, 
and others who would like to arrange 
for meetings with him should address 
him at R.F.D. 5, Greensboro, N. C. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 9 to 15 

Mon,.—1 Kings 21:1-15. 
Ahab’s Covetous Choice, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord forbid 
it me, that I should give the inheritance 
of my fathers unto thee.” Wicked Ahab 
was a covetous old sinner; but he had 
a wife who was much more wicked than 
he (v. 25). Gains never satisfy a greedy 
sinner. Much always wants more. And 
when he reachs out for the gains that 
his heart craves for, neither God’s laws 
nor human rights bother his conscience 
in the least. What did God’s law of in- 
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A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 


Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 


Formerly President of 
The Sunday School Times Co. 


A collection of heart-stirring poems, 
the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 
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: =o end of August. ‘Seer opens 
Sept. 10. References. Write Jonathan G. i 
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heritance matter to Ahab? Bad as he 
was, he found a man who would rather 
die than go against God’s will. Naboth 
died a martyr to the will of God. Ahab 
died later a lost soul, and is reaping, 
as he will forever, the wages of sin. 
Pray for rulers. 


Tues.—Genesis 26:18-30. 
Isaac’s Generous Choice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He removed 
from thence, and digged another well; 
and for that they strove not.” Isaac 
chose the way of peace. We, too, should 
follow that way, for it is the way of 
blessing. Isaac, in the enemy’s country, 
did not stand upon his rights; but suf- 
fered wrongs for the Lord’s sake, and 
thus added to the influence of his per- 
sonal testmony for the Lord. We all 
win more by digging a new well. Pray 
that enemies observing your good works 
may glorify God in due time. 


Wed.—Proverbs 11:23-31. 
Generosity versus Greed, 
PraveR Succestions: “There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty.” Generosity 
has a long and blessed life, but greed 
has a short, unhappy existence. Gen- 
erosity scatters seeds in fertile ground, 
but greed hoards what should be planted 
for needful harvests. Those who rob 
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churches of contributions rob them- 
selves and their families. If we starve 
ministers and missionaries we shall 
starve our own souls. Cheerful givers 
are the happiest “livers.” Pray that you 
may have courage to do the will of God 
with your money. 


Thurs.—Luke 18:18-27, 
The Rich Young Ruler’s Decision. 
Prayer Succestions: “And when he 
heard this [v. 22], he was very sorrow- 
ful: for he was very rich.” The rich 
young ruler rejected what every faith- 
ful Christian accepts at the command 
of Christ. They leave houses, lands, 
and loved ones to follow the Lord: but 
this man refused to give them up for 
Christ. Short is our time on earth for 
using things that pass away. If we 
yield up on faith what we shall ulti- 
mately lose by folly we are wise. Pray 
that you may be swift in all your re- 
sponses to Christ. 


Fri—1 Timothy 6:6-12. 
Paul Writes About Possessions, 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Charge them 
that are rich in this world, that they 
be not highminded, nor trust in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy” 
(v. 17). God’s Word on this point needs 
to be preached by all ministers of 
Christ. The love of money is very ex- 
tensive among Christians. It is one of 
the “last day” sins. Let this evil be 
corrected, first in the Church of God. 
Unless it is corrected, the Church will 
lose more and more influence. Pray 
against the sin of greed. 


Sat.—Luke 12:13-24, 
Jesus Teaches About Covetousness. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness.” This is a com- 
mon sin. Paul’s conviction of sin came 
with the Commandment, “Thou shalt 
not covet” (Rom. 7:7). .On which Com- 
mandment did you come to know the 
wickedness of your evil heart? The Law 
is made for sinners. By it and con- 
science and the light in Christ, sin ap- 
pears exceeding sinful. The Law brings 
sins to remembrance. Present the Gos- 
pel of Christ to convicted sinners. This 
is God’s way of conversion. Pray for 
more remarkable conversions. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 9:6-11, 15. The Great 
Gift. 

Prayer SvuccesTions: God’s “un- 
speakable gift.” There is no way that 
the mind of man can think of that 
God could show His love to this world 
of sinners than by appearing in His 
own world, in the person of Jesus 
Christ, in the form of man, to suffer 
for his sins, and to die that he might 
be reconciled to God. “He gave his 
only begotten Son.” He died the “just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God.” Christ accepted means salva- 
tion; rejected, condemnation. Pray for 
more conversions to Christ. 
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acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6). 











D. to another allotment of surplus housing and classroom facilities, 
John Brown University is now able to accept a number of additional stu- 
dents. The complete type of-education offered by John Brown University 
fs attracting attention all over America today. Full courses are offered 
this fall in the Academic College, Bible College, and Engineering College. 
There are openings for students in all of these divisions, and specialized 
courses are offered in more than 30 fields. Persons interested imenrolling 


for the fall semester on September 20 should wire $25 reservation deposit 


immediately, ~ 
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